U.S. Naval Forces Europe/Joint Force Command Naples to hold change of command ceremony


Naples, 05 October 2004. Admiral Michael G. Mullen, U.S. Navy will succeed Admiral Gregory G. Johnson, U.S. Navy as Commander, Joint Force Command Naples (COM JFC Naples) and Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe (COMUSNAVEUR) during a ceremony on Friday, 08 October at Bagnoli, Naples. Admiral Mullen will become the second Commander of JFC Naples since the establishment of the headquarters earlier this year.

Presiding at the change of command ceremony will be General James L. Jones, U.S. Marine Corps, Supreme Allied Commander Europe, and Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Vernon E. Clark, U.S. Navy. The Allied Forces Band and a marching color guard representing the 26 NATO nations will take part in the event, which will be attended by many civilian and military authorities.

Admiral Johnson assumed command of Allied Forces Southern Europe (AFSOUTH) and of U.S. Naval Forces Europe on 24 October 2001. He was the 23rd commander of AFSOUTH when the Headquarters was deactivated as part of the overall transformation of NATO’s military structure. He will return to the United States to prepare for retirement at completion of a distinguished 36-year military career.

Prior to his new assignment Admiral Mullen served as Vice Chief of Naval Operations for the Department of the Navy in Washington, DC. A Surface Warfare Officer, he has commanded USS Noxubee, USS Goldsborough, USS Yorktown, Cruiser-Destroyer Group Two, the George Washington Battle Group, and the U.S. Second Fleet/Striking Fleet Atlantic.

JFC Naples is one of two NATO operational commands available to Allied Command Operations. Its main mission is to be prepared to conduct the full range of military operations wherever required to deter aggression and contribute to the effective defense of NATO territory and forces, and safeguard freedom of the seas and economic lifelines. The command also contributes to stability in the Euro-Atlantic area through cooperation and engagement under the Partnership for Peace and the Mediterranean Dialogue.


NOTE FOR EDITORS: Media representatives wishing to attend the ceremony are kindly requested to contact JFC Naples Public Information Office not later than 12:00 on 7 October, 2004 in order to register (Tel. +39 081-721 2437 - Fax. +39 081-230 2767; e-mail afspio@afsouth.nato.int). Journalists attending the event must plan to arrive at the Bagnoli Headquarters by 9:30 a.m. The ceremony starts at 10:00 a.m.

